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MONTANAPBS CELEBRATES NEW SEASON OF ‘BACKROADS’
MISSOULA -
A new season of the award-winning television program “Backroads of Montana” features 
a feast for the eyes and ears.
“Backroads of Montana: Augusta to Wisdom,” the 20th program in the “Backroads” 
series, premieres Tuesday, Nov. 25, at 8 p.m. on Montana PBS (KUFM-TV, channel 11 in 
Missoula; KUSM-TV, channel 9 in Bozeman; on Dish Network satellite service and Bresnan 
Communications cable systems statewide).
“There’s always a lot to see on a “Backroads” episode -  this time, there’s a lot to listen 
to,” said Gus Chambers, one of the program’s producers.
“Whether it’s manmade or natural, the sounds are unique to Big Sky Country,” said 
William Marcus, Montana native and “Backroads” host.
The most recent episode of “Backroads” features a trip to a high mountain valley in 
southwest Montana near Wisdom, where a unique contraption has kept a family haying together 
for generations. The “Backroads” crew also meets a Choteau musician who played his first barn 
dance in 1933 and is still going strong. On a crisp fall morning, the show’s crew recorded 
bugling elk echoing down a canyon on the National Bison Range near Moiese. Viewers will
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enjoy the thrill of rolling across a 100-year-old bridge made of wood and steel near Augusta. 
And the program follows a small-town reporter as she covers her local beat in Sweetgrass.
Throughout the program, Marcus takes viewers on a tour of the historic C.M. Russell 
Museum in Great Falls.
“Backroads of Montana” highlights interesting people, places and events from around the 
Treasure State.
“Montana has so many great people,” Marcus said. “We’re happy to be able to tell their 
stories to the rest of the state.”
The program is produced by Marcus, Chambers, Ray Ekness and John Twiggs of The 
University of Montana Broadcast Media Center and KUFM-TV MontanaPBS.
The series has won five E.B. Craney Program of the Year awards from the Montana 
Broadcasters Association and a national Award of Distinction from the Communicator Awards. 
“Backroads” received nominations for an Emmy Award from the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences Seattle Chapter in 2001 and 2003.
The program is funded by grants from the Greater Montana Foundation, Travel Montana 
and The University of Montana. Earlier “Backroads” segments are available on the American 
Field Guide Web site at www.pbs.org.
MontanaPBS is a service of UM-Missoula and Montana State University in Bozeman. 
Visit the “Backroads of Montana” Web site at www.umt.edu/backroads or MontanaPBS at 
www.montanapbs.org.
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